Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

May 14, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Zach Gaston, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Administrator Dirk Davis
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, June Deal
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Zach Gaston made a motion to approve the April meeting minutes, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
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June Deal addressed council about a concern over a house on 224 North Main.  Just stated that he was concerned the house was a fire hazard to the trees in the cottage area.  Jordan stated that the property is on the high grass list.  Carol stated that she was in contact with the realtor but has not heard back.  June stated that the cottage owners are a nonprofit and are going after grants to work in the cottage area. 

Solicitor Michael Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-2 which adopts the state approved public records retention schedule.  Jordan made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-2, seconded by Jay, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen presented Ordinance 2025-1 which authorizes the purchase of no parking signs, no blocking signs, and recognizing the safety issues on the alley between Spring and High Street. Jordan made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by Zach Gaston, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Zach made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-1, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen stated that the Pear Street trailer has been sent a letter.  Diane is working with Pikes Paving as the repairs are to be completed by July. Mr. Shaheen stated that the village was offered $2,000 to settle the Western Express insurance claim for damage to a sign and fire hydrant.  Ruth made a motion to approve the settlement, seconded by Jordan, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen asked council that if he had a letter template made for high grass offenders and he had his office send letters if it would help our situation.  Council agreed that it would help.  Jay stated that we need to focus on properties in violation equally and that currently the ordinance states that council has to vote before anyone is cited.  Mr. Shaheen stated that we could be good stewards and just issue a letter advising residents to work on their issues before the village takes any action.  Chief Storm asked about the nonprofit for the police department.  Mr. Shaheen stated that it is on the list.  Mr. Shaheen needs a brief executive session to discuss litigation. 

Ruth Saffell made a motion to go into executive session to discuss litigation, at 6:50p.m., seconded by Carol Merritt, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Carol - Yes Zach – Yes, Colby – Yes. 

At 7:03 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Fiscal Officer Burkhead stated that the park audit is complete.  Rick presented the Goshen TWP fire contract renewal which starts 07/01/25 and is for three years for 50% of the Goshen TWP levy.  Ruth made a motion to approve the renewal, seconded by Zach, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· The Chestnut Street water line project should begin the first week of June. Roger Morris will do the install along side the public works crew. We hope to have the project completed within two weeks.  
· Mayor Flanagan has made a list of high grass offenders which will be given to Mr. Shaheen.

· Jerry Grupp on Washington Street installed a new 48” sidewalk.  The village has a $500 payment for concrete to help those who want to install new sidewalks.  Rick will be given information to reimburse them.

· 60 tons of road salt was ordered through the ODOT salt contract.

· We have accrued $45,947.31 that is available for road projects within the village.  This will make nice matching funds for major projects.

· Dirk ordered new hall way mats for the city building for $1,174.16 from Uline.

· Backflow inspections were done in April and the new person is Mike Geary and he charges $100 per inspection and we have 28 locations to inspect.  This is added onto water bills.  

· AJ Smith at Verdantas is to get with Dirk to figure out what to do about the stop sign locations at the four way.
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· There has been a few thousand dollars spent on the UV light system at the sewer plant.  Now we are having issues with the two clarifiers.  #1 clarifier is giving bad test results.  We drained the tank and installed new rubber scrapers on the stirrer arm.  We need to do the same to the #2 clarifier. Ruth made a motion to approve these repairs, seconded by Zach, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
· The cost to get the UV light system back up was $8,036.75 and there is a cost of $1,695 to have a person come down and install the parts.  

· We need volunteers to get the Memorial Plaza prepared for Memorial Day.  Dirk is going to have the public works crew help also.

· The Orr’s did not need an indigent burial for Lana.

· Dirk thanks the Pizza Parlor for helping organize the bake sale to support the annual fishing derby.  Thank you Kathy and Mindy.  

Council also discussed the $120,000 worth of water loss we have had in the last 8 months due to the major water leak.  Council discussed the cost of all of the repairs that we have had at the sewer plant.  Council discussed the contract with Quality Environmental and the duties of our public works crew for the water and sewer department.

Mayor Bob Flanagan presented building permits for Brian Bee to build a house on Chestnut Street and David Stewart for a fence on South Main. Jordan made a motion to approve both permits, seconded by Colby, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Jordan stated that she will not be in town for Memorial Day and she has asked Mr. Ellis to announce.  Gordon Price is going to organize the service and we need microphones hooked up.  Rick stated that he would get the microphones working.  The parade lineup is at 10:30 and the parade is at 11:00.

Dirk mentioned that the public works crew needs a new mower.  They would like to purchase a 54” zero turn. Dirk is offering to sell his excavator to the village for $67,000.  Council discussed state purchase discounts and the lack of warranty left on Dirks machine.  Jay stated that we need to look into what we mow and what options we need for a mower.  Finance committee will meet on the equipment.  

Police Chief Storm stated that there were 17 special checks, four welfare checks, six complaints responded to, 10 traffic stops, and nine citations.  Chris is going to help Belmont with their Memorial Day parade as well.  Chris asked to attend a class on May 28th and May 29th for a free class for continuing education credits and will be about 18 hours.  The new classes that are mandatory are administered thru VR goggles.  Jay made a motion to allow Chris to attend the class, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Jay stated that the fire department received pictures of the new brush truck.  Jay announced that the Fire Department is selling chicken dinners for Memorial Day this year.  
Jay made a motion to approve the list of grass and building violations and to have Mr. Shaheen draft letters, seconded by Ruth, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Carol Merritt – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

Motion to pay bills by Colby Rinehart, 2nd by Zach Gaston, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Zach Gaston, 2nd by Jordan Castello, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday June 11th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
